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Admissions Policy 

 

The Governing Body of Abertillery Learning Community believes that the 
admissions policy should not discriminate against students with AN and advocates 
the practice laid down by the Code of Practice, in that 

“All schools should admit students already identified 

as having additional needs, as well as identifying and 

providing for students not previously identified as 

having ALN Students with additional needs but 

without statements must be treated as fairly as all 

other applicants for admission” 

(The Code of Practice 1:33) 

 

At Abertillery Learning Community, we aim to ensure that the provision outlined in 
the ALN Policy considers the varied individual needs and expectations of all 
stakeholders. We aim to ensure that everyone has equal access to this provision 
regardless of race, ethnic origin, language, gender, disability, age, sexuality, 
nationality, religious or non-religious belief, family background or any other 
individual characteristics. We aim to ensure that all stakeholders also share these 
values. 

 

Additional Needs Aims 

The ALN aims of Abertillery Learning Community are: 

• To ensure that all students have access to a broad and balanced curriculum 

• To provide a differentiated curriculum appropriate to the individual’s needs 
and ability 

• To ensure the identification of all students requiring ALN provision as early 
as possible 

• To ensure that ALN students have the opportunity to participate in school 
activities 

• To ensure that parents of ALN students are kept fully informed of their 
child’s progress and  attainment 

• To ensure that ALN students, where possible, are involved in decisions 
affecting their future ALN provision 
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Abertillery Learning Community recognises that many students will have additional 
needs at some time during their school life. In implementing this policy, the school 
believes that students will be helped to overcome their difficulties. Although we 
recognise that there are many factors that contribute to these difficulties, 
teachers working together with parents and students can overcome the barriers to 
learning. Our ALN policy reinforces the need for teaching that is fully inclusive 
and, as such, the Governing Body will ensure that appropriate provision is made 
available for all students, including those with ALN. 

 

Definition of Additional Needs 

 

A student has additional needs if he or she has learning difficulties that call for 
special educational provision to be made. A student has learning difficulties if he 
or she: 

 

• Has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of 
students of the same age 

• Has a disability which prevents or hinders the student from making use of 
educational facilities of a kind provided for students of the same age in 
other schools within the LA 

• Special education provision means educational provision that is additional 
to, or different from, the educational provision made generally for students 
of the same age in maintained schools, (other than special schools) in the 
area. 

 

Evaluating the Effectiveness of the ALN Policy 

In evaluating the success of this policy, the school will consider the views of: 

 

• Teachers 

• Parents 

• Students 

• External agencies 
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We will set targets against which progress can be measured. Student progress will 
provide evidence for the success of the ALN policy and this will be analysed 
carefully through: 

 

• Consideration of each student’s success in meeting individual targets on 
Individual Education Plans (EP’s) and Individual Development Plans (IDP’s) 

• Use of standardised tests, teacher assessment data, individual pupil review 
and information from outside agencies. 

• Evidence generated from IEP and IDP review meetings 

 

Allocation of Resources 

 

The Governing Body ensures that resources are allocated to support appropriate 
provision for all students requiring support. 

 

Identification, Assessment, and Provision 

 

Abertillery Learning Community has adopted a whole-school approach to ALN 
policy and practice. Students identified as having ALN are, where possible, fully 
integrated into mainstream classes. Every effort is made to ensure that they have 
full access to the National Curriculum and are integrated into all aspects of school 
life. The Special Needs Code of Practice 2002 makes it clear that all teachers are 
teachers of students with additional needs. Therefore, all teachers are responsible 
for identifying students with ALN and, in collaboration with the ALNCO or Head of 
Learning Support, will ensure that those students requiring different or additional 
support are identified at an early stage. Whether or not a student is making 
progress is seen as a significant factor in considering the need for ALN provision. 
The school will identify those in need of support by: 

 

• Evidence obtained by teacher observations/assessments 

• Information from parents 

• Information from feeder schools 

• Student performance in the National Curriculum 

• Student progress in relation to the Literacy/Numeracy Strategies 
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• Standardised screening and assessment tools 

 

On admission to Abertillery Learning Community each student’s attainment will be 
assessed in order to ensure continuity of learning. For students with identified ALN 
the school will: 

 

• Identify the student’s skills and note areas that require support 

• Ensure on-going observations and assessments provide regular feedback on 
achievements 

• Involve parents and students in planning and agreeing targets 

 

For students with ALN Abertillery Learning Community may provide the following 
provision: 

 

• Education in mainstream classes, with additional help and support through a 
differentiated curriculum 

• In-class support from a Teaching Assistant 

• Periods of withdrawal to work with a Teaching Assistant 

• On the Secondary Campus, A reintegration programme in the school’s 
Inclusion Centre 

• Literacy and numeracy withdrawal groups  

• Safe Haven, quiet room, withdrawal area 

• Support from external agencies 

• In class needs focussed intervention – handwriting, spelling, SPLD, 
dyscalculia, anger management and life skills 

• Campus have a range of support and interventions across the ALC. These 
include: 

 Learning Coach support 

 Thrive practitioners 

 ELSA practioners 

 Access to expertise within Learning Resource Base staff and resources 
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The Special Needs Resource Base (SNRB) 

 

The Local Education Authority, in conjunction with the primary campuses, identify 
some learners whose needs are best met with a placement in the SNRB. The SNRB 
caters for pupils with a range of special needs including moderate or severe 
learning difficulties, physical, sensory, emotional or behavioural difficulties. The 
SNRB is supported by a team of full time Learning Support Assistants who attend 
classes and provide break time and lunch time supervision.  

 

The SNRB, which is a holistic learning environment, is located centrally within the 
Secondary Campus and on Bryngwyn Road campus. The SNRB on the Secondary 
Campus has recently undergone full refurbishment with state of the art facilities 
including a science lab. The area has access to lifts, a purpose built disabled toilet 
with hoists and modern toilet facilities.  

 

Classrooms have interactive whiteboards and ergonomic furnishings. Much of the 
teaching takes place in the SNRB but some lessons, particularly practical subjects 
such as Art, Drama and Technology are taught in specialist areas of the school.  

 

Some students attend lessons in both the Secondary and Primary SNRB full time, 
whilst others spend part of their time with mainstream classes where appropriate. 
The curriculum mirrors the mainstream curriculum and offers opportunities to 
achieve qualifications at entry level, BTEC, ASDAN and GCSE. 

 

 

 

English as an Additional Language 

 

Particular care will be needed with students whose first language is not English. 
Teachers will closely monitor progress in the National Curriculum in order to assess 
whether any problems arise from uncertain command of the English language or 
from additional needs. Therefore, it is important to assess proficiency in English 
before planning any additional support that may be required. 
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Maintaining Student Records 

 

The school will record the strategies used to meet students’ individual needs. We 
will collate the following: 

 

• Information from Primary Campuses  

• Information from parents 

• Information on progress and behaviour 

• Student’s own perceptions of difficulties via One Page Profiles 

• Information from health/social services 

• Information from external agencies 

 

 

Monitoring Student Progress 

 

Teaching ALN learners is a whole-school responsibility. The core of the teachers’ 
work involves a continuous cycle of planning, teaching, and assessing, taking into 
account the differences in students’ abilities, aptitudes, and interests. Some 
students may need increased levels of provision and support. By monitoring 
progress we are able to assess whether additional support is required. When a 
teacher decides that a student’s progress is unsatisfactory, the ALNCO is the first 
to be consulted. The Code of Practice advocates a graduated response to meeting 
students’ needs. Therefore, the ANCO and teacher will review the strategies used 
and where support additional to that of normal class provision is required, it will 
be provided through School Action. If, after further consideration, a more 
sustained level of support is needed, it will be provided through 

School Action Plus. Where concerns remain despite sustained intervention, the 
school will consider requesting a Statutory Assessment. Abertillery Learning 
Community will consult with parents at each stage. The school also recognises that 
parents have a right to request a Statutory Assessment. 
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School Action 

 

Intervention under School Action will be taken if there is evidence from teacher 
observations and assessments that a student: 

• makes little or no progress, even though teaching strategies are targeted 
particularly in a student’s identified area of weakness 

• shows signs of difficulty in developing literacy or numeracy skills, which 
result in poor attainment in some curriculum areas 

• presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties, which are not 
improved by behaviour strategies 

• has sensory or physical problems and continues to make little or no 
progress, despite the provision of specialist equipment 

• has communication and/or interaction difficulties and continues to make 
little or no progress, despite the provision of a differentiated curriculum. 

 

The ANCO and the class teacher will decide on the provision needed for the 
student to make progress and the parents/carers will be consulted. School Action 
may include the involvement of support staff but may also require differentiated 
resources and teaching strategies or specialised equipment. 

 

School Action Plus 

 

Intervention under School Action Plus, involving external agencies and support can 
take place if, despite receiving an individualised programme, a student: 

 

• continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period 

• continues working at National Curriculum levels substantially below that 
expected of children of a similar age 

• continues to have difficulty in developing literacy and mathematics skills 

• has emotional or behavioural difficulties, which interfere with the student’s 
own learning or that of the class group, despite having an individualised 
behaviour plan 

• has sensory or physical needs and requires additional specialist equipment 
or regular advice or visits by a specialist service has ongoing communication  
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or interaction difficulties that impede the development of social relationships 
and cause substantial barriers to learning. 

 

Statutory Assessment 

 

Requests for Statutory Assessment will be considered where the school provides 
sufficient evidence identifying a significant need: 

 

• Achievement and attainments: What is the student able to do in his or her 
school at the current time, and the severity, duration and extent of any 
behavioural difficulties. 

• Audit: Details of the extent and quality of what has been done for the 
student so far at School Action Plus, this will include details of all support 
provided, details of direct interventions and outside agency involvement 
over a period of time. 

• Additional Provision: What does the child require next? What provision is 
required over and above that which is normally available at School Action 
Plus? 

 

Review of Statements 

 

As per the recommendations in the Code of Practice, statements will be reviewed 
annually. The LA will inform the school at the beginning of each school term of the 
students requiring reviews. The school will organise these reviews and invite: 

 

• The parent 

• The learner 

• The relevant teacher 

• The ALNCO 

• A representative of the LA 

• Any other agency the LA considers appropriate 

• Any other agency the school considers appropriate 
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The aim of the review will be to: 

 

• Assess the student’s progress in relation to the IEP/IDP targets 

• Review the provision made for the student in the context of the National 
Curriculum and levels of attainment in basic literacy/numeracy and life 
skills 

• Consider the appropriateness of the existing Statement in relation to the 
student’s performance during the year, and whether to cease, continue, or 
amend it 

• Set new targets for the coming year  

 

With due regard for the time limits set out in the Code of Practice, the school will 
write a report of the annual review meeting and send it, with any supporting 
documentation, to the LA. The school recognises the responsibility of the LA in 
deciding whether to maintain, amend, or cease a Statement of ALN. The School 
recognises that where a student with a Statement of ALN continues to attend after 
the age of 16 years, the LA may decide to maintain the Statement until 19 years of 
age. 

 

Individual Education Plans 

 

The strategies used to meet students’ needs will be recorded in an IEP (Individual 
Education Plan) and an Individual Development Plan (September 2017) An IEP/IDP 
may contain information on: 

 

• Short-term targets 

• Teaching strategies 

• Provision made 

• Criteria for measuring progress 

• Review Date 

• The outcome of the review 
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The IEP/IDP will record only that which is different from or additional to the 
normal curriculum, and will concentrate on three individualised targets. Class 
Teachers and Tutors for Learning will discuss and agree the targets with the 
student and the parent. IEPs and IDP’s will be reviewed termly. Abertillery 
Learning Community will endeavour to hold the reviews in an informal manner and 
parents’/students’ views on progress will be sought. 

 

The Role of the ALNCO 

 

The ALNCO plays a crucial role in Abertillery Learning Community’s ALN provision. 
This involves working with the Principal, Heads of Campus and Governing Body to 
determine the strategic development of the ALN policy. Other responsibilities 
include: 

• Overseeing the day-to-day operation of the ALN policy 

• Co-ordinating the provision for students with ALN 

• Liaising with and giving advice to teachers 

• Managing Teaching Assistants 

• Overseeing students’ ALN records 

• Liaising with parents 

• Contributing to INSET 

• Liaising with external agencies, LA support services, Health and Social 
Services, Careers Wales and other agencies who may have a professional 
interest in students 

 

The Role of Head of Learning Support (Secondary Campus) 

The HOLS has a similar role to that of the ALNCO but this specifically focusses on 
the needs of the learners in the Special Needs Resource Base (SNRB). This role 
involves carrying out statutory requirements needed to break down the barriers to 
learning for learners in the SNRB and is overseen by the ALNCO. Other 
responsibilities include: 

• Overseeing the day to day operation of the SNRB 

• Co-ordinating the provision for students in the SNRB including curriculum 
needs 
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• Liaising with and giving advice to teachers 

• Managing Teaching Assistants 

• Overseeing SNRB students’ ALN records 

• Liaising with parents 

• Contributing to INSET 

• Liaising with external agencies, LA support services, Health and Social 
Services, Careers Wales and other agencies who may have a professional 
interest in students 

 

 

The Role of the Teacher 

The Code of Practice acknowledges the importance of the teacher, whose 
responsibilities include: 

 

• Being aware of the school’s procedures for the identification and 
assessment of AN and of the provision for ALN students 

• Working with the ALNCO to decide the action required to assist the student 
to make progress 

• Working with the ALNCO to collate information on ALN students 

• Working with the ALNCO to write and review IEPs for ALN students 

• Working with ALN students to deliver the individual programme set out in 
the IEP 

• Developing constructive relationships with parents 

• Being aware of the school’s ALN policy 

 

 

For effective co-ordination the staff of Abertillery Learning Community who work 
with ALN students are aware of: 

 

• The roles of the participants 

• The procedures to be followed 
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• The responsibility all teachers have in making provision for 

ALN students 

• The commitment required by staff to keep the ANCO well informed about 
students’ progress 

• The procedures in place that allow teachers access to information about 
ALN students 

• What exactly constitutes a ‘level of concern’ and at which point 

• School Action/School Action Plus and Statutory Assessment is initiated 

• Mechanisms that exist to alert the ALNCO to such ‘levels of concern’ 

• The procedure by which parents are informed about their children’s ALN 
provision. Also, parents should be given clear guidance to the ways in which 
they should provide additional information when and if required. 

 

Additional Needs Inset Training 

 

As per the guidelines laid down by the Code of Practice, appropriate CPD is 
provided for staff that will help them develop strategies for working with students 
with ALN. TAs’ training needs to help them work effectively with students with 
ALN will be reviewed frequently by means of regular meetings and classroom 
observations with the ALNCO/Head of Learning Support and also by means of an 
annual appraisal. 

 

Parent Partnerships 

Abertillery Learning Community is committed to developing strong partnerships 
with parents and strongly believes that this will enable children and young people 
with ALN to achieve their learning potential. The school recognises that parents 
have a unique overview of the child’s needs and how best to support them, and 
that this gives them a key role in the partnership. 

“Parents hold key information and have a critical role 

to play in their children’s education. They have unique 

strengths, knowledge, and experience to contribute to 

the shared view of a child’s needs and the best way of 

supporting them”. 

(The Code of Practice 2.2) 



Abertillery Learning Community 
Additional Learning Needs Policy – Version 1 

 
 

The school considers parents of ALN students as valued partners in the process. 
Depending on age and appropriateness, ALN students will also be encouraged to 
participate in the decision-making processes affecting them. The school will make 
available, to all parents of students with AN, details of the parent partnership 
service available through the LA. The AN Code of Practice outlines that: 

 

“LAs should work in partnership with local and parent organisations,  

as well as the parent partnership service. .to ensure that parents receive 
comprehensive, neutral, factual and appropriate advice”. 

(The Code of Practice 2.14) 

 

Complaints Procedure 

In addition to the school’s complaints procedure the Code of Practice outlines 
additional measures the LA must take to prevent and resolve disagreements. These 
will be explained to parents if required. 

 

Links with External Agencies 

Abertillery Learning Community recognises the important contribution that 
external agencies make in helping to identify, assess, and provide support for 
students with ALN. Therefore, the following external agencies may be involved 
with ALN students: 

 

Educational Psychology and Behaviour Support Service 

Youth Service 

SpLD Service 

Counselling Service 

Health Service 

Speech and Language therapy 

Physiotherapy 

Hearing impairment services 

Visual impairment services 

Educational Welfare Service 
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Social Services 

CAMHS 

Voluntary Organisations 

Preventative Services 

 

ALN Transformation Programme 

In December 2017 the Welsh Government published a Draft Additional Learning 
Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill. Welsh Government have developed the 
ALN Transformation Programme, which will transform the separate systems for 
special educational needs (SEN) in schools and learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities (LDD) in further education, to create a unified system for supporting 
learners from 0 to 25 with ALN. 

The transformed system will: 

o ensure that all learners with ALN are supported to overcome barriers 
to learning and can achieve their full potential 

o improve the planning and delivery of support for learners from 0 to 
25 with ALN, placing learners’ needs, views, wishes and feelings at 
the heart of the process 

o focus on the importance of identifying needs early and putting in 
place timely and effective interventions which are monitored and 
adapted to ensure they deliver the desired outcomes. 

 

Further information can be found here: 
http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/schoolshome/additional-learning-
special-educational-needs/transformation-programme/?lang=en  

 

This policy has been drawn up with reference to the SEN Code of Practice 

2002 document. 

 

 
Date of policy: April 2017 
Signed Chair of Governing Body: 
Date for review: July 2018 (in line with timescale of ALN Transformation 
Programme) 
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